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Cumbria Transport Infrastructure Plan 
1.0 Purpose of Report

1.1 This report is being submitted to Scrutiny to allow the committee to consider 
the purpose and scope of the new Cumbria Transport Infrastructure Plan. 
The development of this plan is ongoing ahead and will be subject to a 
public consultation in February 2021.

2.0 Issues for Scrutiny

2.1 Scrutiny is asked to comment and feedback on the proposed approach to 
developing the Cumbria Transport Infrastructure Plan.

2.2 Scrutiny is asked to consider and feedback on the defined objectives. 

3.0 Background

Policy Framework

3.1 The strategic transport policy framework in Cumbria comprises of the Local 
Transport Plan (2011 - 2026) (LTP)and the Cumbria LEP’s more recent 
complementary Cumbria Infrastructure Plan (2016).  Whilst these provide a 
framework, they require updating to provide a robust and assertive position 
in relation to our infrastructure priorities and investment required to support 
the economy in Cumbria. This is particularly important in light of the need for 
economic recovery post COVID-19. 

3.2 Since the publication of the current LTP, there has been a shift in how many 
elements of transport funding is allocated seeing a move from dedicated, 
and LTP linked, transport grant funding from DfT to a process increasingly 
centred on competition, with a particular emphasis on interventions that can 
support economic growth. Underpinning this is a move towards greater 
integration between economic development, land use planning and transport 
strategy. In this context key changes include: 

 Transport for the North has been established as a sub-national transport 
authority, and supported by the Strategic Transport Plan (STP) has a key 
role in the identification of infrastructure priorities for the north of England;



 The Department for Transport’s Transport Investment Strategy gives clear 
emphasis to economic growth as a foremost consideration in transport 
investment decisions;

 Funds like National Productivity and Investment Fund, Large Local Majors 
and Major Road Network are growth orientated; 

 Highways England and Network Rail are now adopting a strategy led 
approach to the identification of infrastructure schemes; and

 The Government has moved decarbonisation to the very heart of transport 
strategy.

3.3 Recognising this agenda and the need for a consistent approach to scheme 
development and promotion, in September 2017 a range of strategic 
infrastructure priorities were agreed between Cumbria County Council, 
Cumbria LEP, Local MPs and District Councils. 

Strategic Road and Rail Priorities

Road Rail
 Whitehaven Relief Road  Cumbrian Coast Line
 Carlisle Southern Link Road  Furness Line
 A595 / A66 (West of M6)  Tyne Valley Line
 A590 Improvements and Ulverston  Lakes Line
 A66 Dualling and Penrith  West Coast Mainline
 A69 Improvements  Station improvements
 Kendal Northern Access Route

3.4 The establishment of this ‘one list’ of priorities has supported positive 
engagement with partners and given greater confidence to progress scheme 
development activity.  The benefits of this approach are reflected through a 
number of recent successes including; the Housing Infrastructure Fund 
award for the Carlisle Southern Link Road, DfT funding support for 
improvements to the A595 at Grizebeck, the development of proposals to 
upgrade Carlisle Station through Borderlands, DfT investment in the 
continued development of proposals for the Cumbrian Coast Line and the 
proposed Highways England upgrade to the A66.  Moreover these are 
reflected within Transport for the North’s Strategic Transport Plan.

3.5 While good progress has been made, the evolving picture surrounding 
national and local strategy points to the need for Cumbria to remain 
proactive in how our priorities are to be evidenced and articulated.   As such 
the plan will seek to retain and strengthen these strategic rail and road 
priorities, it will not look to reinvent or add to the list; avoiding progress and 
strategic purpose becoming undermined.

Decarbonisation

3.6 Central to the strategy will be decarbonisation.  This reflects the onus the 
Government is placing on the achievement of Zero Net Carbon, but also the 
drive to create a clean growth economy, something expressly articulated 



within the Cumbria Local Industrial Strategy.  Given the rurality of Cumbria, 
pathways to achieve decarbonisation will require careful consideration.

3.7 While a challenge it is also one that responds to a Government agenda 
focused on future mobility and the development of innovative schemes that 
take advantage of advances in technology and the role of transport in 
supporting communities and creating vibrant town centres an effective route 
to achieve the decarbonisation of our transport networks will need to be 
mapped out in the new plan.

4.0 Cumbria Transport and Infrastructure Plan

4.1 Recognising this evolving context, it was agreed that Cumbria County 
Council and CLEP would work together to develop a new Local Transport 
Plan for Cumbria – Cumbria Transport and Infrastructure Plan (CTIP). 
Development of the plan commenced with the scoping stage in April 2020, 
and it is envisaged that the plan will take up to 18 months to develop. The 
development of the plan will be overseen by the Cumbria Transport and 
Infrastructure Strategy Group, this group is chaired by Cllr Keith Little and 
forms part of the Cumbria LEP’s governance.

4.2 Three initial objectives for the CTIP have been defined, these are:

1. Clean and Healthy Cumbria - Promoting the role of active travel and 
digital infrastructure as an enabler of sustainable economic growth. 

2. Connected Cumbria – Making the case for improved transport networks 
across and to Cumbria in order to support economic growth and 
opportunities for businesses and communities.

3. Community Cumbria – Promoting integrated approaches to transport, 
supporting opportunity and renewal within towns and communities across 
Cumbria

4.3 Central to the CTIP will be the articulation of a confident social and spatial 
vision for the County; clearly presenting the case for investment in transport 
and connectivity to achieve change within the County.  In doing this it will 
consider the case around road, rail, cycling and walking, buses, digital 
infrastructure, ports, airports and transmission.

4.4 In response to the Government agenda to decarbonise transport and 
promote active travel via walking and cycling the County Council is 
establishing a more coherent and coordinated approach to the establishment 
of a cycling and walking programme. This aims to deliver against the 
Improving Infrastructure objective of the Cumbria Cycling Strategy. This 
includes development of strategic cycling and walking corridors, place-based 
cycling and walking projects and Local Cycling and Walking Infrastructure 
Plans (LCWIPs). 



4.5 Mindful that within a large rural county standard economic appraisal tools 
can fail to reflect the challenges and needs that arise, the Plan will be 
strategically focused, and outcome orientated.  It will seek to consider the 
diverse challenges and opportunities across the county reflecting on key 
corridors and centres.  This is important in ensuring that a robust spatial and 
strategic approach can be arrived at.

4.6 The Plan will need to be underpinned by a robust evidence base. Much of 
this can be formed from existing information including the Council Plan, 
CLEP Industrial Strategy, and Cumbria Cycling Strategy, Transport for the 
Norths Strategic Transport Plan, DfT Transport Investment Strategy, and the 
Decarbonising Transport Plan. Supporting these, the plan is being supported 
by a Transport Provision and Future Needs Study and Sustainability 
Appraisal that is underway. 

4.7 Central to the development of the plan will be on going engagement with key 
stakeholders and public consultation. A Communications and Engagement 
Plan has been developed with informal stakeholder engagement on the 
CTIP taking place during the autumn. Formal public consultation on the CTIP 
would then take place from February 2021, following the February meeting 
of Cabinet.
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